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them, but not conversation. This circum-
stance shows how much American intelligence
is absorbed in what is not intellectual. Their
tasks *and their pleasures divide people of
different ages ; what can unite them is ideas,
ynpersonal interests, liberal arts. Without
these they cannot forget their mutual
inferiority.

Certainly those four college years, judged
by any external standard, were trivial and
wasted; but Americans, although so practical
in their adult masculine undertakings, are
slow to take umbrage at the elaborate play-
fulness of their wives and children. With
the touching humility of strength, they seem
to say to themselves, " Let the dear creatures
have their fling, and be happy: what else
are we old fellows slaving for ? " And
certainly the joy of life is the crown of it;
but have American ladies and collegians
achieved the joy of life ? Is that the
summit ?

William James had a theory that if some
scientific widower, with a child about to learn
to walk, could be persuaded to allow the
child's feet to be blistered, it would turn out,
when the blisters were healed, that the child